
Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society April 2024

                  PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Greetings Fellow Rockhounds,

     I would like to thank everyone who attended our March meeting, I apologize 
for not attending the meeting as I was away on a family emergency dealing with 
my elderly father. Recent health issues also forced me to miss the field trip this 
past weekend at the Hogg Mine in LaGrange, Georgia. 

     From the messages  and photos,  I  have seen it  was a  good field trip and 
everyone came home with their money’s worth of stone and yard rocks. I hope we 
have plenty of photographs from the field trip and lots of interesting stories at our next club 
meeting. Please bring some examples of the specimens you collected from Hogg Mine to our 
next meeting. 

Upcoming Activities for our Gem Club in April 2024: 

     The weekend of April 6-7, 2024 the Dothan Gem and Mineral Club, aka the Wiregrass 
Rockhounds will be hosting their annual Gem Show. The club is hosting their show at the 
Landmark Park at the Stokes Activity Barn in Dothan, Alabama. I believe the park charges a 
small nominal admission fee. Club member Gary Chinberg has been a dealer at this show in 
the past and will be there again this year.  

     On April 13, 2024 the club will be visiting Sylacauga, Alabama to experience the magic of 
Marble  Festival  in  downtown Sylacauga.  I  have spoken with former club member Charles 
Cumming who will be carving at the exhibit. He and his wife will be presenting a class on 
marble sculptures at 11 am to our group. This will be the last day of the marble festival and all 
the sculptures will be finished or close to it for our tour. There will be live marble sculpting 
exhibitions, hands-on experiences with the sculptors, free marble chips to pick up, a tour of 
the local library where they have dozens upon dozens of expert marble sculptures, and a gift 
shop to buy marble products. Then we can take a short drive to the marble quarry overlook to 
observe the quarry operations and collect additional marble rocks. We then can enjoy a lunch 
together as a club. This was a fun event last year and it’s just a quick hour+ drive up Hwy 231. 

     Other activities we have planned for 2024 include a weekend trip in early May to 
Noccalulla Falls and Cathedral Caverns in NE Alabama and a late May trip to Dismals Canyon 
and  Natural  Bridge  Park  in  NW Alabama.  We are  also  planning  additional  cave  tours  to 
various  tourist  caves  this  summer.  In  August  2024  we  plan  on  returning  to  our  annual 
collecting trip on Uphapee Creek at the Barkley Farm in Macon County. We need your input, 
ideas, and thoughts on how to make these events happen.  

     Our next club meeting is set for Tuesday, April 16th at 7 pm at Perry Hill Methodist 
Church. I hope to see you there. 

                                                                               Keep on Rocking! 

                                    Chris Rutherford, President               chris-rutherford@sanderslead.com   
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PROGRAM DIRECTOR 

Our April program will be Bill Black with Cronier’s Fine Jewelry, sharing how to 

repurpose unwanted or outdated jewelry into a treasure you will love forever!     

Please remember to bring any rocks that resemble food.

                                                  Clare

                                                                                                              

Food Rocks!

New Potatoes! Cheese Grits! Veggie soup! 

Mashed Potatoes! Meat! Salami! Candy! 

Bring rocks that look like FOOD to the meeting!  

WE NEED ROCKS FOR DOOR PRIZES! 
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Secretary’s March Minutes 

     With president Chris feeling a little under the weather, Claire Weil was in 

charge of the meeting. Prayers for Chris to be at full strength soon. 
Thanks to Tabitha and Magnolia for drinks and snacks. 
Happy March bday to Clare, and Jane and Mel anniversary. 
Minutes were approved as published. Iris delivered the treasurers' report. 

Magnolia updated field trip plans. Hogg mine in Lagrange GA March 30th 9 am. 
Slylacauga Marble Festival April 13th. Sign up sheets available. Summerville agate and 
Brookwood trips are in the planning stages. Annual picnic and rock hunt at Mel’s place end of September 
or early October. Date not finalized. 
     Beth Wilker will have a jewelry class April 10th at Clare’s 10 to 1 o'clock. Contact Claire or Beth for 
more information. 
     Claire provided an excellent video presentation from Discovering Alabama series. It thoroughly 
covered the Sylacauga marble quarry history and current status. Truly an Alabama treasure. 
Afterwards the meeting was adjourned.
                                                                              David

March Meeting 

   We enjoyed our guests, looked at examples of Sylacauga marble, and had 

“Show and Tell” after the meeting. 
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HOGG MINE 
Club members had a GREAT day at Hogg Mine! 

We found Beryl, Tourmaline, and Rose and Smoky quartz! 

Jimmie & John brought their son 
Seth and grandaughter Shelby.

Beryl

                                             

Tourmaline

                                        YARD ROCKS!  
                   Smokey Quartz
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“Look Who I Found!” 
     Club members Clare, Tabitha and Magnolia went up to Hoover to shop at Gem Show 

Dealer John Gaston’s yearly rock sale! 
Afterwards, another rockhound friend directed them to a place to find FOSSILS! 
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We are members of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies. 

___________________________________ 

We are members of the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies. 

NEWSLETTERS 

SFMS April Lodestar Newsletter
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1DQk82gM3ftm3tvZXFejk35YUZQRbxqdQ/view?usp=sharing

DMC Newsletter 
http://www.amfed.org/sfms/_dmc/dmc.htm 

AFMS Newsletter
www.amfed.org/news/default.htm 
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Check out classes offered at William Holland! Look over the class 
schedule 

on https://www.sfmsworkshops.org/william-holland-classes 

                Don’t forget to check our our Facebook page and Website! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
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BOARD MEMBERS  
President: Chris Rutherford 334.372.2507 president@mgms.club

First VP/Program Chair: Clare Weil 334.221.5211 clarecweil@gmail.com

Field Trips: Magnolia Brown 334.300.2501 amandamagnoliabrown@yahoo.com

Secretary: David Sherrod 334.201.4460 dsher355@att.net

Treasurer: Iris McGeHee 334.262.2197 irismcgehee2433@charter.net

Newsletter Editor: Magnolia Brown 334.300.2501 amandamagnoliabrown@yahoo.com

Webmaster: Frankie Boothman 334.590.1222 webmaster@mgms.club 

Director/Shop POC: Leslie Amato 334.324.7997 lgmato@yahoo.com

Gem Mineral/Jewelry Show:  

Director: Chris Rutherford 334.372.2507 president@mgms.club

Contact Chair: Clare Weil 334.221.5211 clarecweil@gmail.com

Treasurer: Violet Jones 334.354.8795 violetbjones2013@gmail.com 

Publicity: Candace Rutherford 334.467.4050 publicity@mgms.club
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  DMC FIELD TRIP 
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SCHOLARSHIP FORM 

(April deadline) 
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WIN A TRIP TO THE FEDERATION WORKSHOP OF YOUR CHOICE 

 

Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society    Name _______________________________________________________ 

Workshop Scholarship Program Points Sheet (revised Feb 2022) 

 

Points Event Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

1 Attend Meeting – regular or board              

2 Attend a scheduled Field Trip              

2 per 4 hrs worked Work at Gem Show              

2 Take club hosted workshop or class              

2 Exhibit display case at show              

2 Work setup/takedown at Gem Show              

3 Bring food or drinks to vendor dinner              

2 Recruit a new member              

3 Write an article for Golden Nugget              

5 Arrange a field trip (non-chair)              

5 Lecture to outside group              

5 Present program at meeting              

5 per year Serve as officer or committee chair              

5 Teach club sponsored workshop              

TOTALS               

 

It’s really simple.  Keep this sheet during the calendar year.  Record the points you earned each month according to points allowed in the left hand 

column for that event.  If you accumulate 25 or more points by December 31st, turn in this form at the January meeting.  The first two names 

drawn from forms submitted will win tuition to a Federation workshop of his or her choice at either William Holland School of Lapidary Arts or 

Wildacres Retreat.  Members can attend classes only during the Federation sponsored weeks offered that calendar year, no exceptions.  Two more 

names will be drawn as alternates since scholarships cannot be carried over to future years.  Alternates will only be utilized in the event that the 

original winner(s) are unable to attend. 

 

The winners will be responsible for their own transportation to and from the workshop location and for any cost of materials used in the class.  The 

material costs vary according to the class chosen, but if your finances are limited, you can choose a less expensive class.  Payment by the 

Montgomery Gem & Mineral Society for classes is based on double occupancy fee – if you choose to room alone, you will incur the additional cost. 

You must prepay for your class and then remit copies to the club for reimbursement. 

  

A trip to the workshop is an excellent opportunity to increase your lapidary skills as well as to encounter other rock hounds and to enjoy a full week 

of hands-on training with room and board included.  Give it your best shot.  Someone will win and it could just be you.  
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Snack Sign Up 

Are you enjoying having refreshments at our meetings? 

Me too! 

Sign up today! 

Remember: NO need to bring ice! 
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Do you have ideas for our newsletter?


Do you have suggestions as to what YOU would like to see in our 

newsletter?


Then email me!  


amandamagnoliabrown@yahoo.com
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